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Strategies for Effective Parental Participation in Educational and Cultural Affairs in
Elementary Schools

Mina Azodi', Ali Shiravani Shiri*?, Mohammad Javedani® and Kamal Nosrati Heshi*
Abstract

The overall objective of the present study was to identify effective parental participation
strategies in educational and cultural affairs of elementary schools. This study was conducted
with a qualitative approach and thematic analysis method. The participants of the study
included teachers and parents of students in elementary schools in Zarrinshahr in the academic
year 1402-1403. The sample size (20 teachers and 10 parents) was determined by achieving
theoretical saturation point. The sampling method was purposive of the criterion type. The data
collection method was two methods: semi-structured interviews and taking notes from
upstream sources, texts, and documents. Thematic analysis method according to Brown and
Clark (2006) was used to analyze the data. From the analysis of the interviews, comprehensive
themes were obtained, strategies for effective parental participation in educational and cultural
affairs of elementary schools. Educational and cultural strategies included ten organizing
themes: 1. Informing parents about the benefits of participation in educational and cultural
affairs 2. Teachers' attention to the benefits of parental participation in educational and cultural
affairs 3. Introducing educators to methods of attracting parental participation, 4. Familiarizing
educators with methods of allocating sufficient time for parental participation, 5. Creating a
sense of responsibility, 6. Involving parents who are experts in educational and cultural matters,
7. Informing parents about the benefits of participation, 8. Inviting and encouraging parents
with appropriate levels of education to participate, 9. Providing advice to parents who have had
negative educational experiences during their studies, and 10. Creating sufficient motivation in
parents to participate in educational and cultural matters were extracted. The results of the
study indicate that parental participation in educational and cultural matters in the Parent-
Teacher Association can improve students' educational activities.
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